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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Group Art Unit 1744 

(, Susan Pomcranz, hereby certify Ihul ihis correspondence is being 
faxed 10 tfte Uniicd Stales Patent und Trademark Orficc at 571-273- 
0025 to [he Commis^'iuner Fur Paicnu, Mail Sipp RCE on the dule 

Patent Application of '^P"'""'^ ^ 

Stephen W.Dvorak signoiurc . r ^ 



>r Signature ^ 



Application N o. 1 0/694, 244 t^*'* *f Si& 

FAX RECEIVED 



Confirmation No.: 3742 
Filed: October 27, 2003 
Examiner: David A. Redding 



FEB 2 1 2006 
OFFICE OF PETITIONS 



"METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR 
SOLIDS PROCESSING" 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
PURSUANT TO 37 CFR § 1.97(b) 

Mail Stop RCE 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O.Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-J450 

Sir: 

The Examiner's attention is directed to the references which are listed on the attached 
Fonn PTO/SB/08A. 

This statement is being submitted concurrently with a Petition for Withdrawal of 
Application fix)m Issue imder 37 C.F.R. 1.313, as well as a Request for Continued 
Examination (RCE) under 37 CFR 1.114. 

In addition, Applicant brings to the Examiner's attention the parent patent, namely, 
U.S. Patent No, 6,451 ,589 (identified in the original priority claim), as well as U.S. Patent 
No. 6,613,562 which is a divisional diereof, and co-pending U.S. Application No. 
10/217,369, filed August 13, 2002, wliich is also a divisional thereof. 
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Citation of these references is respectflilly requested. No concession is made that 
these documents are prior art, and Applicant expressly reserves ihe righi to antedate the 
documents as may be appropriate. 



File No. 031154-9002-04 

Michael Best & Fricdrich LLP 
100 East Wisconsin Avenue 
Suite 3300 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202-4108 
OJH/DFP 

T:\cIicnUi\03n54\y002\Ai475753.I 



Respectflilly submitted, 




GreViydP*^^ 
Reg. No, 46,761 
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PTO/SB/08A 

Paicnt and Tradcmarlc Office: U-S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



Subsdiuic for form 1449/1*10 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use 31$ many sheeui as necessary) 


Complete if Known 


Applicntiun Number 


o:r"2003'^^nCCDVED 


Filing Daie 




Firsr Named lavcnlor 




Group An Unit 




Examiner Name 


Redding OFRCEnFPPTmoMs 


Sheei 1 1 1 Of 1 1 


Atinmey Docket Nutnbcr 


031154-9002-04 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Iniiiiils 




U S. Parent Document Number 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of Cited 
Document 


Date of Publication of Cited 
Document 






4,857,458 


Nobilei ei al. 


8/) 5/1989 






5,672,506' 


Aoyagi et al. 


9/30/1997 









































































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 








Couniiy 
Code 


Foreign Patent Document 
Number 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Date of Publication of Cited 
Document 


Translation 


English 
Abstract 
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Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line tibrough citation if 
Qot in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next commumcaiion to applicant 



Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to eomplete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the 
individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to tbe Chief Information 
Officer. Paiem and Trademark Office, Washington, DC 023 1 , 

DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 
Alexandria, V A 22313-1450. 



